
Geographic Literacy

GRADES      11-12 Transition Services

INTRODUCTION
This lesson unit is designed primarily for the Transition Services Program 
for 11th- and 12th- grade Special Education students. The Transition 
Services Program focuses on the projected post-high school needs of 
those students including education, employment, mobility and housing. 
A culminating activity of a fi eld trip using only public transportation is 
included.  History-Social Science Standards are incorporated and partici-
pation of general education students is projected in order to meet inclusion 
objectives.

CALIFORNIA HISTORY-SOCIAL SCIENCE STANDARDS
11.2. Describe the changing landscape, including the growth of city linked by  
 industry and trade, and the development of cities divided according to   
 race, ethnicity, and class.

11.5.7 Discuss the rise of mass production techniques, the growth of cities, the  
 impact of new technologies (e.g., the automobile, electricity), and the   
 resulting prosperity and effect on the American landscape.

11.8.7 Describe the effects on society and the economy of technological 
 developments since 1945, including the computer revolution, changes in 
 communication, advances in medicine, and improvements in agricultural  
 technology.

11.11.6 Analyze the persistence of poverty and how different analyses of this 
 Issue infl uence welfare reform, health insurance reform, and other social  
 policies.

 12.2.2 Identify the major responsibilities and sources of revenue for state 
 and local governments, political trends, and developments.
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Introduction to the Program and Students 
at Fulton College Preparatory School

One of the features of Special Education programs for students between ages 13 or 14 and continuing 
throughout high school is the Individual Transition Plan. The Plan is intended to focus on the student’s 
post-high school educational, employment, housing and transportation needs.

In implementing the plans, teachers have found that many special education as well as general education 
students are lacking in awareness of Los Angeles geography beyond their neighborhoods. Some have never 
been to downtown Los Angeles. Some have never ridden a train or subway. Some are lacking in public 
transportation awareness generally and in the opportunities available beyond their immediate neighborhoods 
in terms of employment and continued education.

As an initial model for expanding special education students’ awareness, members of the Fulton Special 
Education Department, the Special Education Counselor and the Transition Services Teacher conducted a 
fi eld trip late in the Spring Semester 2008 with fi fteen high school-level Special Education students, including 
students from Learning Disabled, Mentally Retarded and Autism classes.

The fi eld trip was conducted entirely on public transportation between Fulton in Van Nuys and Union Station, 
including use of street buses, the Orange Line Busway, and the Red Line Subway. Along the way, 
Los Angeles Valley College and Los Angeles City College stops were pointed out. At Union Station there was 
a brief tour including historical information and showing its proximity to Olvera Street, another historical site.

The fi eld trip continued with a prearranged guided tour of MTA Headquarters, including the Bus Operations 
Center, the Print Shop, the Transportation Library and the Employment Offi ce. Lunch was at the MTA 
Cafeteria, open to the public. The objects of acquainting students with public transportation, showing some 
historical sites with background explanations, exposing students to internal operations of a government 
agency, and briefi ng them on some employment possibilities were accomplished.

Since the trip, students have on their own initiative asked for more such trips, and the school administration 
has asked for expansion of the program. This lesson unit is designed to expand further on students’ 
knowledge of Los Angeles geography and history, educational options, and employment possibilities. 
The environmental and cost benefi ts of using public transportation are also emphasized.

PHILLIP PEARSON
SPECIAL EDUCATION DEPARTMENT CHAIR
TEACHER IN THE LD PROGRAM
ppearson@lausd.net

FULTON COLLEGE PREPARATORY SCHOOL
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Lesson 1 Field Trip Preparation

OBJECTIVE
To develop map skills and familiarity with Central Los Angeles geography.

MATERIALS

1. Maps
 • Metro System maps available free from the MTA
 • Area maps available free from Los Angeles Convention and Visitors Bureau (7th and Figueroa)
 • Downtown Los Angeles maps in the free Los Angeles Downtown News, usually page 35. 
* It is helpful to laminate the maps so that students can write on them using washable markers.  

2. Washable markers

PROCEDURES

1. In pairs, students examine the maps.

2.  Students are asked to identify where the school and downtown Los Angeles are on the Metro map

3.  Students are asked to identify and write routes that they might use to get to downtown Los Angeles  
 from the school. After verifi cation by the teacher, students trace the route selected on the map using  
 washable marker.

4.  Teacher points out the contrasts of the diagonal layout of central Los Angeles streets with the generally  
 north-south alignment of the remainder of the city and explains that the central street layout developed  
 when the Spanish controlled the city and the layout of the remaining streets is a result of changes 
 under U.S. rule.

5.  Students are asked to identify and locate the following on the maps: 
 • Biddy Mason Park
 • Grand Central Market
 • Angels Flight
 • California Plaza
 • Central Library

6. Students are asked to select a specifi c route and bus/rail lines from school to a stop for Biddy Mason  
 Park and a return route to school from a stop for the Central Library.

7. Students write an itinerary for a fi eld trip to those locations in the order given.
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Lesson 2 The Biddy Mason Story

OBJECTIVE

Students learn the history of Biddy Mason, including differences between free and slave states.

MATERIALS

1. Download and print the short biography of Biddy Mason at http://www.lkwdpl.org/wihohio/maso-bid.htm

PROCEDURES

1. As a class or in groups, teacher and aides lead students in reading the biography, listing separately  
 the locations identifi ed in the biography.

2. On their maps, students fi nd the locations mentioned in the story. They also fi nd the location of Biddy  
 Mason Park at 333 South Spring Street.

3. From the story and maps, students answer the following questions:
 • Where does the biography say Biddy Mason was born?
 • Was she a slave or free person?
 • How did she get to California?
 • What education and skills did she have?
 • Was California a free state or slave state?
 • How did she become free?
 • What did she do after she became free?
 • Why is a park named for her?

EXTENSION

The teacher may relate Biddy Mason’s experience to the Dred Scott case.
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Lesson 3 Grand Central Market

OBJECTIVE

Students understand that some locations have been in existence relatively unchanged for an extended period, 
while others have changed signifi cantly. Students recognize the cultural diversity evident in a single facility.  
Students understand the role of a marketplace in a community..

MATERIALS

1.  Website
 http://www.grandcentralsquare.com   

2.  Magazine article
 Page 23 of “A Day in the City with Jack Smith—Downtown”, Westways magazine article, 
 November 1969, pp. 21-23, 45, 51.

PROCEDURES

1. Students access the website at http://www.grandcentralsquare.com/. Be sure to have students explore  
 the Photo Gallery. 

2. After about fi fteen to twenty minutes of exploration, they are provided specifi c questions to answer.
 • When did the Grand Central Market start?
 • How did early customers often get to Grand Central Market?
 • List what a customer might fi nd to buy at Grand Central Market.
 • What kinds of shops are there?
 • Create a three-day shopping list that a family might have.
 • What famous person once had an offi ce in the building?
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Lesson 4 Angels Flight

OBJECTIVE

Students become familiar with the downtown Los Angeles feature of Bunker Hill and surrounding areas.  
Students learn the history surrounding the development.

MATERIALS

1. Websites
• http://www.westworld.com/~elson/larail/angelsfl ight.html
• http://www.usc.edu/libraries/archives/la/historic/angels_fl ight.html

2. Magazine article
 “Angels Ride for a Nickel” from Westways, pages 28 and 29, December 1961

3. Chart paper and markers

PROCEDURES

1. Divide the Westways Angels Flight article into four approximately equal sections. Students are divided  
 into four groups, each responsible for reading a section.

2. Each group prepares a poster on chart paper of the important points of its section. The posters are  
 then put on the wall and all students review the posters.

3. Next, students are challenged to fi nd one important point on the two websites that are not in the article. 
 The added points are sorted into groups related to the poster they would most fi t.

4. Finally, the students as a class prepare a presentation in the format of a PowerPoint incorporating  
 what they believe would adequately explain the history of Angels Flight.  
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Culminating Activity Field Trip

OBJECTIVE

Students experience in person several sites related to the themes they have studied. Students become famil-
iar with the topography of downtown Los Angeles.

MATERIALS

1. Maps from Lesson 1 

2. A handy note-taking device is available at www.pocketmod.com if desired.

3. If available, the Angels Walk (213-613-0080) booklet for the Bunker Hill/Historic Core District 
 provides useful information and a preview of places to be visited as well as nearby points of 
 interest not on the fi eld trip.

PROCEDURES

1. At a class meeting prior to departure, teachers going on the fi eld trip brief students on the trip. A 
 suggested component is safety standards for traveling on Metro. Safety materials may be obtained  
 from Metro at 213.922.4050. Safety tours may also be arranged.

2. Students will travel via public transportation to the Metro Red Line Pershing Square Station. 
 Transportation will be either by Metrolink train from Van Nuys Station or by Metro bus, Orange Line 
 and Red Line (free student passes may be available on suffi cient notice).

3. On arrival at Pershing Square Station, an optional activity is to point out to students the “Subway 
 Terminal Building” on the Station’s area maps. The building on the site is Metro 417, an apartment  
 building/hotel. Students may be invited to explore via Internet on return to school to discover what the  
 Subway Terminal Building was. (It was a terminal for a one-mile subway operated by Pacifi c Electric, 
 a major element of Los Angeles history.)

4. Possible discussion point: Around Pershing Square Station students may observe a mix of offi ce 
 workers, homeless population, tourists and others. What does this tell about Los Angeles?
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PROCEDURES (CONTINUED)

5. Walk two blocks east on Fourth Street, then turn left on Spring Street. Do not cross Spring Street.  
 At 333 S. Spring Street point out to students the Ronald Reagan State Offi ce Building across the 
 street. Then turn toward the small arcade. On the front is a plaque to Biddy Mason, which students 
 may read. Walk inside through the small arcade of stores. Just beyond the shoe shine stand (how  
 many students are familiar with those?) is an area with a wall dedicated to Biddy Mason. This area is  
 Biddy Mason Park. Have students make notes of the chronology depicted on the wall for comparison  
 with what they learned in Lesson 2.

6. Continue through Biddy Mason Park to the Broadway side. Have students observe the types of 
 businesses. Then cross Broadway to Grand Central Market. Students should already know what 
 to expect from Lesson 3. Point out that the array of ethnic groups they see represented may have  
 changed over time but that their job today is to complete a list of every ethnicity/ national origin they  
 fi nd represented by the stalls. This stop may also be used for lunch.

7. Walk outside on the Hill Street side. Have students observe Angels Flight across the street. If not  
 already covered in Lesson 4, explain that there are no cars in operation because of an accident several  
 years ago. A date for resumption of service is unknown.

8. This is also a good spot to point out the topographic feature of Bunker Hill, the reason Angels Flight  
 was developed. Topography plays a role in the economic/ethnic divisions of Downtown Los Angeles,  
 which students will next observe by taking the steps to the top of Angels Flight, arriving at California  
 Plaza.

9. At California Plaza, note the building style, the obvious investment in the Plaza and surrounding 
 buildings and the general business tone of the area. Ask students to consider why this area looks so  
 different from what they saw on Broadway.

10. Proceed south to Fifth Street and the Los Angeles Public Library. Show students the dramatic 
 architecture plus the lighting fi xtures, again in part refl ecting topographical features of downtown 
 Los Angeles. Also point out that while there is quite an array of educational resources in open stacks, 
 a large number of volumes are in closed stacks and available by consulting library staff.

11. Finally, point out that for employment options, the library system has many locations throughout the 
 city and various types of jobs that they can access.

12. When leaving the Library, the Pershing Square Station is the closest Metro Red Line stop.
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